Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemiain the Greater Bay Area,
1991-1997

Chroniclymphocyticleukemia(CLL) isoneof themorecommon formsof leukemiaoccurring inadults. Duringthe
period 1991-1997, ailmost 1,100 peopleinthe Greater Bay Areawere diagnosed with the disease.

Figure 1. Age-adjusted incidence rates of chronic
lymphocytic leukemia, by year of diagnosis, region, and sex,

1991-1997
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Theincidencerate of CLL wastwiceashighinmalesasinfemaes. Overdl, therewasadight decreasein ratesfrom
1991101997 (Figure 1, above). Theaverageannual age-adjusted incidencerate of CLL inthe San Francisco Bay
Area, defined as Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, San Francisco and San Mateo counties, was 2.3 cases per 100,000.

A similar rateof 2.4 per 100,000 wasreported inthe Santa Clara Region (Monterey, San Benito, SantaClaraand
SantaCruz counties).

Figure 2. Average annual age-specific incidence rates of chronic
lymphocytic leukemia, by age, region, and sex, 1993-1997*
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* Data not shown for rates based on fewer than 5 cases or for age-speci fic population total s less than 100,000

Unlikeother typesof leukemiathat occur in both children and theelderly, CLL iscommononly inthe elderly
(Figure2).



Figure 3. Average annual age-adjusted incidence rates of
chronic lymphocytic leukemia, by race/ethnicity and region,
1993-1997

White (non-Hispanic) _
Black (non-Hispanic) #

Hispanic

M Santa Clara Region
OSF Bay Area

Asian/Pacific Islander

0 1 2 3 4
Rate per 100,000

Inthe Greater Bay Area, whitesand blackshave higher ratesof CLL than Hispanicsand Asian/Pecific Idanders(Figure
3, above). Incidenceratesof CLL weresimilar for Hispanicsand Asian/Pacific Idanders.

Figure 4. Age-adjusted mortality rate from chronic lymphocytic
leukemia, by year of death and region, 1991-1997
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Ratesof mortality from CLL haveremained essentially unchanged from 1991-1997 (Figure4).

Technical Notes -- Because age distributions vary by population, astandard satistical procedure called “ age-adjustment” was
used so that we can examine differencesin cancer incidence and mortality rates dueto factors other than age. Ratesare age-
adjusted unless noted to be age-specific.

About the data -- Cancer data have been collected in Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, San Francisco, and San Mateo counties
since 1973, and in Monterey, San Benito, Santa Clara, and Santa Cruz counties since 1988, forming two parts (Regions 1 and
8) of the California Cancer Registry. These counties, referred to as the Greater Bay Area are also part of the National
Cancer Institute's Surveillance, Epidemiology, and End Results (SEER) registry program.

The Northern California Cancer Center’s mission is to reduce the burden of cancer through surveillance, epidemiology,
prevention research and education. Essential to thismissioniscollaboration with partnersin cancer research, education, and
the community.



